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present volume have been substantially accomplished at Ann
Arbor, in large part with the aid of funds and further assistance
provided by the University of Michigan.
This co-operation, illustrating an appropriate function, as
once suggested by the writer, for a nondenominational Insti-
tute in the world of academic rivalries, deserves a word of
commendation. On the part of the University, it has been
motivated not only by the -liberal disposition of the Faculty
of Law to promote worth-while research and their long-
standing interest in comparative legal studies, but more es-
pecially by the significance of the enterprise. This is no mere
tabula ex naufragio, thus rescued from the maelstrom in which
contemporary European culture is engulfed. The survey un-
dertaken is essential at the present time for the proper de-
velopment of a branch of law of special interest for interstate
and international trade, arising, as Story states, "from the con-
flict of the laws of different nations, in their actual applica-
tion to modern commerce and intercourse." More generally,
it exemplifies a fundamental mode of legal investigation,
which each day becomes more nearly indispensable in the
modern world.
The latter consideration, the need in these times for com-
parative legal research, does not call for extensive comment.
The present conflict, multiplying contacts among the most dis-
tant peoples and through untold suffering and sacrifice uniting
them to vindicate the common values of humanity, like the
Napoleonic wars and the War of 1914, again emphasizes that
no one is unconditionally immune from influences operative
within the effective orbit of international intercourse. In a
universe progressively interrelated by the miracles of modern
communication, therefore, it is neither prudent nor even longer
possible for any nation to pursue a policy of self-sufficient iso-
lation. In such a universe, the notion that the corresponding
legal order is compartmentalized exclusively within political